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Program Note: 

When I began conceiving of and working on this piece, it was April, and at the time I was really 

looking forward to a trip I had coming up in May—but, I found that I was focusing so much on that 

trip that the days were passing me by, and I had lost the current moment in longing for and trying 

to live in a future moment. That got me thinking quite a bit about the nature of longing and led me 

to the concept of this piece, Brinks, which is about the moment before something happens (being 

on the brink of it). Sitting in that moment, when there is something to come, the emotional 

content is rich: there’s longing and anxiety, but also hope and excitement and of course fear and so 

many millions of other feelings that can run through you in these moments. Usually, we try to 

move out of them as quickly as possible, to get to the “thing” itself, which I think is a shame since 

there are so many shifting and gripping emotions that we leave behind with the moment. Given all 

that, I invite you for these few minutes to try not to give too much consideration to the future: what 

happens next in the piece, after the piece, after the concert, tomorrow, the next day and so on, but 

instead to just live in the moments as they happen. 

 

 



 

Performance Notes: 

 

Accidentals apply throughout the measure in which they appear, but do not apply across octaves. 

Quarter-tones should be as near to 50 cents from neighboring chromatic tones as possible. 

Square noteheads are used for overpressure/scratch tone. 

The black triangles that get thinner and thicker are used to indicate increasing bow pressure, going 

from ord. at the thinnest to overpressure at the thickest. 

For cello, in the ending aleatoric section, the F two octave double stop is played by bowing behind 

the strings. 
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4
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&
∑ ∑
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&
∑ ∑

&
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C
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™

∑ ∑

&
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I & II

maintain 3nger

distance

&

III & IV

maintain 3nger

distance

B

III & IV

maintain 3nger

distance

?

I & II

B

K

K

B
maintain 3nger

distance

œ
œ#

Œ Ó

w#

w

œ

R
≈ ‰ Œ

O

O

œ
œ

~
~ ™
™

1
1

J
‰ Œ

ÓÓ O

O

œ

œ

#

~

~ ™

™

1

1

J
‰ Œ

ÓÓ
O

O

œ

œ ~
~ ™

™

1
1

J
‰ Œ

ÓÓ

O

O

œ
œ

n
#

~
~ ™

™

1
1

J
‰ Œ

41



X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

°

¢

{

°

¢

Fl.

Cl.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

137

p

p

&

Free time

Ca. >20" (4-5 notes)
Ca. >15"

&

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 2-4" per note

with at least 1" rest between

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 3-5" per note

with at least 1" rest between

?

&

&

B

B

œ
œ#

œ
œ#

œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
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�

�

&

Ca. >15" Ca. >15"

&

&

&
≠

Continue as before on new pitches

?

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 3-5" per note

with at least 1" rest between

≠

&

B

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 4-6" per note

with at least 1" rest between

B
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&

Ca. >12" Ca. >8" Ca. >15"

&

&
≠

Continue as before on new pitches

&
≠

B

?
≠

&

Continue as before on new pitches

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 5-7" per note

with at least 1" rest between

B

B

Ca. 10-12" per note

s.p.
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 p

�
o o

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 2-4" per note

with at least 1" rest between

≠

Continue as before on new pitches

Ca. >15"
Ca. >15"

&

Improvise on given pitches

in any order. Ca. 4-6" per note

with at least 1" rest between

≠

Continue as before on new pitches

≠

&
≠

&
≠

B

≠

?
≠ ≠

&

&
≠

B ≠

Continue as before on new pitches

≠

B
≠

Ca. 8-10" per note

s.p.
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≠ ∑

U
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U
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U

&

B

(Ca. 20")

∑≠ ∑

U
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